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are almost as varied in their nature in Japan as in Britain,
although not on such a large scale. The cotton industry
has been developed on a large scale, and the mills are now
able not only to supply the wants of Japan, but also to pro-
duce considerable quantities for exportation to China, India,
and other countries, Mechanical engineering in all its
departments, including shipbuilding, has made great pro-
gress, while chemical industries in great vatiety are to be
found in many parts of the country, A glance at the list
of factories, classified according to the kinds of enterprises,
shows that there are few Western industries which are not
carried on with considerable success,

The development of industries has naturally led to a
very rapid growth in the amount of the foreign trade of
Japan. The official publications of the Japanese Govern-
ment give very full details regarding it and its distribution
to the various countries of the world. A very interesting
account of it has been written by Mr. Takashi Masuda,1 a
partner in the old-established and well-known business house
of Mitsui and Company, and which can be recommended to
general readers.

The real test of the success of a nation is to be found in
the social conditions of the great body of the people, and it
is by that test that the success of Japan must
conditions, ultimately be measured. The problems In-
volved are very complex, and it is still too
early to pronounce a definite opinion regarding them, as
during a transition stage, such as that through which Japan
has passed, is indeed at present passing, there must
necessarily have been many mistakes made which produced
bad results. Not a few of those arose from the attempt to
follow Western methods, and not infrequently the Japanese
copied what was bad in those methods, and forgot what was
good in their own. Experience has led them to follow a
more conservative and cautious policy.

There can be no doubt that the general health and
1 Published by Sisley's, Ltd,, London.